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has been bought dry rarely exceeding 1 or 2   per
cent, on sheet balata.    The amount of water, it may be
mentioned,  is very variable,  a  point  which  should   not
escape the attention of those who may have contracted on
the inspection of  a  dry  sample.     This  remark  applies
especially to block   balata,  of  .which   there  are  several
qualities on the market.    The base of the balata belting, HH
in the case of the rubber belt, is a strong canvas, this being
passed through a solution of balata in naphtha, and when
the solvent has evaporated, as many plies as are required
are placed above one another by means of a special form of '
calender, the whole being sewn together with two longitu-
dinal seams.    Subsequent pressure forces the balata into
the interstices  of the canvas to produce a belt which IB
quite rigid at  ordinary temperatures.     According   to   a
patent , taken out by Banham some ten years ago,   the
belting was immersed in balata or gutta-percha solution
in a strong iron vessel connected with a vacuum pump, the
object being to get a better saturation of the canvas than
can occur under atmospheric pressure.    No vulcanization
process is used for balata belting, and the cost of production
is therefore small.   From the properties of the substance
it will be understood that these belts are not suitable for
very warm climates, but for moderate temperatures   in
either dry or naoist air they give general satisfaction, very
rarely requiring to be " taken up."     Balata belting
been made by the Gutta-percha Waaren und Treibriemen
Fabrik of Altona 72 inches wide, and the manufacturing
plant permits of 750 foot lengths being produced.   It is to
the numerous beet sugar factories in the country that so
much of the German production of balata belting